FIRST PEOPLES - WE ARE ALL CONNECTED
Imagine a world where we used and understood and valued ALL knowledge, all wisdom, across all
cultures and histories!
In this program series we are taking you on a journey - a journey into and through YOUR students’
histories and cultures, how those cultures have shaped them and their understanding of the world. Their
cultures shaped their thinking and worldview and our exploration will take them further, where all your
students will learn of the impacts, knowledge and wisdom of other cultures - especially those of First
Peoples of our world – the original settlers.
This is a journey of knowing and understanding where we have come from, and how we are all
connected. Our COVID world has shown us that we are all highly interdependent irrespective of our
histories, our cultures, our nationalities, our migrations, and that we are enriched if we learn from and
share knowledge of those past and present journeys with each other.

All living cultures and histories have the ability:
Ø To teach us about ourselves and our world.

Ø To show us that there are things before us and in us that we have overlooked, and there are
many pathways to knowledge and experience.
Ø To help us rediscover some very important lessons from the past we may have forgotten.
Ø To expose us to old and new ideas – and some are in danger of being lost!
Ø To help us discover that there is wisdom to gain on how to live well in the world and care for
the natural environment that sustains all civilizations of the past and present.
Ø To teach us practical skills which make us independent, yet mindful and thankful for the
beauty of the world and its diverse peoples.
Ø To connect us with radically different cultures and to learn how to be more open-minded,
respectful, well-informed and connected.
This journey will take us all through an exploration and rediscovery of this knowledge of ourselves and
our own cultures, and especially through the worlds of First Peoples – of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders of Australia, Native Americans, Native Hawaiians, the First Peoples of Canada and other
indigenous peoples of our world.
Some of these living First Peoples cultures and histories such as Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders of
Australia are over 65,000 years old. Some of these ancient peoples created societies where all citizens
were considered equal, and lands and waters were sustainably maintained for millennia. And through
their stories, symbols and totems passed on knowledge of the land - agriculture, forests, and fisheries,
knowledge of their peoples, and how to respect and support those of other clans and cultures beyond
their own.
Our journey together will share and explore the wisdom, culture, history and sustainability practices of
our own cultures of origin and how it too is shared though language, story, dance, song, and ritual.
In this journey from our past through the present and into our futures we all will learn much about
ourselves and how this richness will take us to new and better places in the future.

